Lights!    Camera!    Arlington!

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Mr. Krosnes’ Introduction to Film and Video class! Students in this course will explore their creativity while learning to critique and explore award-winning films from the American Film Institute’s Top 100 List. This course will offer an overview of the various genres of film, including film noir, comedy, science fiction, westerns, documentary and many others. Students will also learn camera shots, angles, and movements, and will be involved in the creation of student films as part of a production company. I welcome your participation, cooperation and inquiry as we work together. Included in this packet you will find upcoming assignments, grading procedures, and class expectations. Please review these forms and return the signed forms by Friday the 16th of August. If you have any questions, please attach them to the returned packet pages, or you may email me at gregory.krosnes@acsk-12.org. 
I look forward to working with you!

Let’s have a great year,

Gregory Krosnes, M.F.A.

Intro to Film and Video
Arlington High School

Film Class Grading

Explanations of Evaluations

Class Participation/Ensemble Work - Students are expected to be in their seats, without gum, with their materials ready when the bell rings for maximum class participation points. Students are to sit up straight, maintain appropriate eye contact and actively listen while taking notes on the day’s lesson. Students will be courteous to their peers by taking turns speaking, using constructive criticism, and supporting each other in their endeavors. All students will participate in class discussion and take part in daily activities.
A $45 fee is associated with this class to cover cameras, laptops/ desktops, DVDs, tripods, and other equipment used for the instruction and group projects. Speak to me if this fee causes a financial hardship. We can work something out.
Homework, Tests and Quizzes - Students will keep all daily class notes, as well as all returned assignments, in order as they are accomplished, in a three-ring binder which will be randomly graded.  Students will be given advance notice on movie/unit quizzes, unit study guides, and PowerPoint presentations, but pop quizzes may take place at any time over recent course work.

Critiques/Evaluations - Students will critique films from a variety of genres. These critiques will thoroughly cover aspects of acting, directing, editing, camera angles, etc.
Film Projects For Full-Year Class - The grading criteria for each film project will be given upon assignment of each project. Students will be given project deadlines in advance and will be encouraged to submit work early. Written versions of film projects will need to be submitted, graded and corrected prior to filming. Grades are determined based upon appropriate grammar, organization and specific guidelines for each specific film genre format. It is not possible for a student to submit a written version of the assignment and perform/film it that same day. Therefore early preparation is the key to success. A student will be expected to make up missed work. These projects will be major grades, thus preparation time will be given with established due dates. Any conflicts to an assigned due date must be addressed prior to the due date. If a student fails to meet their due date, or miss a day when shooting is scheduled, it can severely effect the shooting schedule and other students’ progress in the film making process. Please call me even in the event that it is an excused absence. Talking during a film or film project presentation when one should be listening will result in points deducted from the students’ project grades.
Grading System – Grades are determined on a points system. Each assignment is weighed based on the level of difficulty and time involved. Some class work and quizzes will be twenty to forty points, while quizzes and major assignments may be 100 or 200 points. Total points earned divided by the total points possible equals your grade. EXAMPLE:  40/50 = 80%. So just divide the points you earned by the points possible for the assignment, and you get your grade! It’s based on a 100% scale.
Shelby County Schools Grading Scale

	A
	
	93-100
	D
	
	70-74

	B
	
	85-92
	F
	
	69 and below

	C
	
	75-84
	
	
	


Returning From an Absence

1. Place your admit slip in Mr. Krosnes’ hand as you enter the classroom. Roll is taken at the start of the period - late admissions should be submitted immediately upon entry. Do not leave anything on Mr. Krosnes’ desk.
2. Check with Mr. Krosnes and/or the board prior to the ringing of the tardy bell for makeup work and missed assignments. This is the student’s responsibility; there will be no reminders. Assignments accomplished for that week will be on the board. Any make-up work not previously announced will be due the following class period. Work assigned when student was present is due upon return. Place this work in the bin labeled “make-up work” underneath the IN box.

3. The student is responsible for labeling make-up work. The date of the absence must also be noted. Work will not be accepted after one week of date(s) missed and will earn reduced credit for failure to complete previously-listed requirements. Alternate assignments will be given if original assignment cannot be made up. Mr. Krosnes may assign STRIPES for those needing extra time to complete assignments.
4. Excused absences do not excuse students from previously assigned work - this includes scheduled tests or projects that fall on the day of return or absence. Being unprepared will result in loss of points or no awarded points. If an assignment is due or a test is given on the day of the absence, the student is expected to complete this work the day of return.
5. Films we screen: As in any foundation course in film or video, much of our time will be spent viewing films to evaluate camera and editing techniques, technological advances, etc.  If you or your parents/guardians have an ethical or religious objection to viewing films are listed in the Unit Breakdown, you are requested to seek an alternate elective.  Most of the films selected are taken from “entry level film school” courses intended to demonstrate techniques or styles.  Other films are for background information and are chosen for the same reasons. Your participation in viewing selected materials is not mandatory; however if you have a strong objection to the viewing of our chosen materials, you should select another course. 
6. What you will learn in this class:

a. This course will include, but not be limited to, an exploration of the tools and techniques of television and film production, writing for films and video production, understanding the roles of the various members of a production team, and mastering the video camera and editing software as a means of communication. 

i. How you will show you’ve learned it:

1. Be independent and trustworthy; take initiative.

2. Contribute to a collaborative classroom setting; respect, trust, and empower all participants.

3. Take risks; go above and beyond your typical abilities; be persistent in the face of demanding challenges and deadlines.

4. Demonstrate understanding of the production team’s roles and responsibilities.

5. Demonstrate understanding of a variety of equipment, media, and technology.

6. Improve both technically and in problem-solving capabilities.

7. Safe Space Classroom
a. Please consider this as a safe space classroom. In order to create a climate for open and honest dialogue and to encourage the broadest range of viewpoints, it is important for class participants to treat each other with respect. Name calling, accusations, verbal attacks, sarcasm, and other negative exchanges are counter productive to successful teaching and learning about topics.

b. The purpose of class discussions is to generate greater understanding about different topics. The expression of the broadest range of ideas, including dissenting views, accomplishes this goal. However, in expressing viewpoints, students should try to raise questions and comments in way that will promote learning, rather than defensiveness and conflict in other students. Thus, questions and comments should be asked or stated in such a way that will promote greater insight into and awareness of topics as opposed to anger and conflict.

c. Remember that it is OK to disagree with each other. Let’s agree to disagree. The purpose of dialogue and discussion is not to reach a consensus, nor to convince each other of different viewpoints. Rather, the purpose of dialogue in the classroom is to reach higher levels of learning by examining different viewpoints and opinions.

8. Email Policy
a. Feel free to email the instructor whenever you have a question concerning this course. IMPORTANT: when you are emailing the instructor please include the words FILM/VIDEO in the subject heading. 

General Course Subject Outline

Basic Visual Media   
Safety   

Video Cameras 

Digital Multimedia/Video Equipment  

 Handling and Care 

Video Camera Techniques  
Camera positions and functions   

Camera movement and functions   

Camera angles and functions   

Basic Composition 

Film Study 
Film Analysis   

Concepts, Techniques, Outcomes

Multimedia Software  
Image Editing Software   

Interactive Software   

Non-linear software
Video Editing
Production Methods and Techniques  

Post Production Methods and Techniques

Video Graphics   
Computer generated graphics and animation   Computer as a switcher and digital effects processor 

Multimedia Planning
Function   

Design Concepts 

Multimedia Production 
Equipment  

Computers  

Input devices  

Storage Devices
Multimedia Audio/Sound Software   Audio Mixer and Equipment

Supplies

Materials Needed for this course:
3-Ring Binder (at least one inch)

Pens/Pencil

 

Various Art Materials for Projects Needed:
Please consider Donating for 
Film and Video Class Use. 
Markers

Colored Pencils

Glue

Glitter

Poster boards

Pens/Pencils

Paper Towels

Notebook Paper Computer Paper

Colored Paper

Construction Paper

Hand Sanitizer

There is a $25 fee associated with this class. This fee includes mini DV tapes/SD Cards/Flash drives used for recording, a press pass and badge holder and covers the upkeep and replacement of audio/visual equipment that each student will use extensively. Students are encouraged to have the lab fee paid by August 19th. We can certainly help families with tight budgets. Please feel free to contact the instructor if you need more time or other considerations.

Rules, Procedures and Expectations of Mr. Krosnes’ Classroom
1. Students are to be in their seats, without gum in their mouths, and are to have materials ready when the bell rings. These materials include a three-ringed binder with college-ruled notebook paper, a #2 pencil, and blue/black/purple pen. Students without supplies after the first week of school have class participation points deducted accordingly.

2. Respect of teachers, peers, and staff is expected at all times. “If it’s not yours, don’t touch it!” applies to all possessions and supplies. Students are to refrain from any unnecessary behavior that distracts from coursework. Actively listening while sitting up, maintaining appropriate eye contact, and taking thorough notes on class work are key to effective class participation.

3. All written work must be neat and legible. Typed papers are preferred, however neatly handwritten papers will be accepted if the student uses blue/black/purple pen and college-ruled, loose-leaf paper. Any student submitting papers with sloppy or illegible handwriting will rewrite and resubmit the work until writing is acceptable.

4. Students are expected to dress appropriately for classroom activities. No distracting clothing or clothing that violates dress code will be allowed. Vocal and physical warm-ups and ensemble work will take place regularly in class. Students must be able to bend, stretch, and move vigorously without hindrance or exposure.

5. Students should use the restroom facilities before coming to class. (Tardies due to using the restroom will be unexcused.)

6. No food or drink is allowed out. This includes candy and gum. Bottled water is encouraged prior to any performances.

7. Any Student absent form class is responsible for making up any work missed and is responsible for requesting this work in writing immediately up on return from absence. A reasonable amount of time will be allowed, but never more than one week.

8. Each class will appoint class leaders to assist in classroom leadership and materials management (see Student Leadership application). Students and leaders will treat one another with support and respect at all times.

9. The instructor, substitutes, guest artists, and all presenters must be treated with respect at all times. No arguments, back-talk, or fighting will be tolerated (see Student Handbook). The student does have the right to complain appropriately in writing to the instructor regarding any classroom policy or procedure that he/she feels is unfair.

10. Extra credit may be earned during each grading period by writing additional critiques beyond class assignment of speeches/films. Other extra credit options include after-school hours worked and for supply donations.

I have read and understand what is expected of me and will ask questions if/when I do not understand.

___________________________
___________________________      
____________

Student signature


Student name (printed)


Date

I have read and understand what is expected of me and will ask questions if/when I do not understand.

___________________________
___________________________      
____________

Parent/Guardian signature

Parent/Guardian name (printed)

Date

I have read and understand what is expected of me and will ask questions if/when I do not understand.
Parent or Guardian, please provide your email address below. I communicate very well with emails and would like to do so with you regarding anything concerning your child in my class, as well as class assignments. 
Thank you so much!

Name (Please print)  ____________________________________  Email address:  _____________________________
Commitment Sheet

Student Name_____________________________

Class Period____________

Parents and Guardians,

Please take time to review with your child the following expectations. Please check each blank as you read it.

Student Commitments:

Professionalism

____I agree to be ready to learn daily with all necessary materials.

____I agree to turn in required assignments legibly and promptly.

____I agree to work professionally.

____I agree to positively represent myself, my family, and my school at all functions. I understand that immoral, inappropriate, or insubordinate behavior, on campus or off, could result in disciplinary referral.

Respect

____I commit to be honest and respectful to ALL individuals, including students, teachers, volunteers, substitutes, and guests.

____I agree to follow all rules and to ask if I do not understand them.

Integrity

____I agree to be honest of word and deed.

Discipline

____I agree to evaluate myself and others to brainstorm ways to lead and succeed.

____I agree to think before I speak and ask before I act.

____I agree to work diligently on a task, complete it, and clean up after myself.

____I agree to be disciplined then working with tools, including camera and other professional equipment.

Enthusiasm

____I agree to be part of a solution, not part of a problem.

____I agree to participate enthusiastically, respectfully, and professionally in activities, conferences, and field trips. I understand these are privileges that I must earn through hard work, dedication, and trustworthy behavior.

I have read the requirements above and support them.

___________________________

_____________________
____________

Parent/Guardian signature


Student signature

Date

I have read ALL the pages in this packet. I understand the needs, expectations and opportunities for me. I will ask the teacher regarding any questions I have regarding my grade or behavior in the classroom. I will work with the teacher for my success!

___________________________

________________

Student signature



Date

